Appendix 1
REFERENDUM

THE ACQUISITION OF STATUTORY STATUS

FOR THE LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SECTOR
Introduction

The Library and Information Sector, like in most other countries, is fragmented in terms of the clientele that it serves (namely, general public, academic sector, corporate sector and such). There is further fragmentation by the categorization of staff that it employs (namely, professional librarians, support staff, paraprofessional staff, administrative staff and such). These fragmentations are compounded by the diversity in terms of representation of the staff. There are a number of trade unions and staff associations that represent the interests of the workers within the sector. The professional interests of the sector are represented by LIASA and other professional groups. 
The fundamental problem is that there is no single body representing the profession in totality, that is, all individuals who work in the sector and the services that the sector provides to the various communities. The purpose of this referendum is to solicit the views of people in the sector with regard to the acquisition of statutory status for the LIS sector. 

In the current LIS scenario there is a lack of comprehensive representation of the sector, there is a continuous erosion of the credibility of the profession and of personnel that work within the sector. Further, there is a growing number of people that would be retiring from the profession within the next five years (an international phenomenon) which is exacerbated by the closing down of a number of Library and Information Science departments/schools in South Africa. 

Why a statutory body?
A statutory body is a legal entity born out of registration via legislation. There are a number of statutory bodies representing different employment sectors and the communities that they serve. The objectives of these statutory bodies carry common principles which include: 

· Promoting the discipline;

· Regulating the entrance of personnel into the sector;

· Determining standards of professional education and training; and 

· Setting and maintaining excellent standards of ethical and professional practice.
Precedence and studies conducted demonstrate that statutory status will ensure consistency and equity within the sector which would have a positive domino effect towards a more focused profession. A focused profession would increase credibility and command greater respect for the profession, for those who work within it and for the services that it provides.
Referendum questionnaire

Please indicate the sector that you are employed in
1. Academic library

2. Library school/department

3. Special library

4. Public/municipal library

5. National library

Please indicate if you are 

1. Professional staff

2. Support staff

3. Academic staff  (in a teaching department)
Are you a member of a professional association?

1. Yes

2. No

Are you a member of a registered trade union?

1. Yes

2. No

DO YOU SUPPORT THE LIS SECTOR ACQUIRING STATUTORY STATUS?

1. YES

2. NO

Thank you for your time and considered view.
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