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Online ecological and environmental data
Ed. by Virginia Baldwin.
New York: Haworth Information Press, 2004. 101p.
ISBN 0 789024470 (pbk).
Price: US$19.95

Co-published simultaneously as Science & technology libraries, v.23, noA, 2003.

There is such an overload of information on the internet that trying to find credible, scientific information in the ecological
and environmental sciences is a very difficult task. This practical, compact book is an excellent resource for earth and life
science librarians who are interested in the type of datasets that are available on the internet.

The common thread amongst the range of organizations that are described in this work is that they all provide access
to collections of original data in their specific fields. Each chapter deals with a different organization, and each discusses
how that organization obtained its data: whether as peer-reviewed data from individual researchers; data from
government projects; or data from satellites. The projects that are described vary from collections on global
environmental change to collections on the fish and fisheries in a particular region of the United States. The aim of all of
these organizations is to make the data widely available to researchers. Each chapter also discusses the future direction of
the organization and provides the URLs to the relevant websites.

The first chapter deals with the provision of global environmental change information to the research community, and
focuses on the behind-the-scenes at a data centre which collects and disseminates such data, the Center for International
Earth Science Information Network (CIESIN). Background is given about the setting up of projects to obtain specific data,
the process of acquiring the data, and the archiving and cataloguing of the data once it is received. Then, once these steps
are complete, the next stage is the transformation of the data into forms that are accessible to the public. And finally the
chapter provides examples of the products and services offered by CIESIN, such as the Gridded Population of the World
(GPW) dataset, and Environmental Treaties and Resource Indicators (ENTRI) dataset.

The second chapter describes an information retrieval tool, the Global Change Master Directory, which guides
researchers to the variety of global change data that is available on the internet. The directory covers a range of earth
science datasets that provide data dealing with global change, and describes the sets and provides their locations. This
chapter focuses on information retrieval within the directory, particularly the development of controlled vocabulary for
efficient retrieval of the records, and explains the search and browse facilities available.

The remaining chapters describe their various fields of interest, background to the types of data that are collected,
and the websites that present the data. The third and fifth chapters cover environmental data. There is (I) the National
Environmental Data Network, which draws together various data-collecting programmes on acid rain, and (2) Syracuse
Research Corporation, which produces a number of chemical information databases that deal with the impact of
chemicals on health and the environment.

The fourth and sixth chapters deal with ecological data. There is (I) the National Biological Information Infrastructure
which provides a portal to the biological resources data for the United States, and (2) the StreamNet project which
collects data and grey literature on the fish and fisheries in the Columbia Basin in the United States.

This is a very useful work for librarians specializing in the environmental and ecological fields. Although there is a
strong slant towards the United States, with some of the sites focusing on local research, several sites that are global in
their coverage are also included. The book creates an awareness of the data available to researchers on the internet and
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is informative about how the information is processed before being utilized by the public. This book is also of interest to
those who want to know how such projects can be set up, managed and made available using the internet.

Reviewed by: Emily Krige, Subject librarian, Science and Engineering Library, University of Cape Town Libraries, UCT,
Rondebosch.
Tel. +27 (21) 650 31 15
Email: ekrige@uctlib.uct.ac.za

Education for library cataloging: International perspectives
Ed. by Dajin D Sun, Ruth C Carter.
New York: Haworth Information Press, 2006. 493p.
ISBN 97807890 3 I 13 6 (pbk.)
Price: US$49.95

This is the book version of Cataloging and Classification Quarterly 41 (2), 2005 and 41 (3/4), 2006.
It focuses on global perspectives of education for cataloguing against the backdrop of the growing need and demand

for international cataloguing standards and co-operation. The education and training of cataloguers in 6 countries (in
alphabetical order) is represented in 22 papers written by lecturers and practitioners who reflect on the current
developments, trends and critical issues in cataloguing. The American cataloguing issues were excluded as it was
previously covered by Janet Swan Hill in Education for cataloging and classification and the organization of information (The
Haworth Press, 2002).

Three papers on the cataloguing education and training in Botswana, Nigeria and South Africa (distance education
through UNISA) represent Africa. Five papers from China, India, Japan and South Korea covered the Asian continent.
Two papers focused on the Australian training; while Europe was represented by five papers from Austria, Germany,
Spain, the Alps and the British Isles. Three papers dealt with the professional training of cataloguers in Latin America, and
the remaining four articles on the education in the Middle East.

The IFLA standards for Library Schools of 1976 regard cataloguing and classification as core subjects in a Library and
Information Science curriculum. All of the papers' findings confirm that cataloguing and classification are still regarded as
necessary requirements (despite the de-emphasis of mandatory subjects in library education). This is because cataloguing
is still relevant to professional practice and has a high value in the development of the individual. The notion that
cataloguing is no longer relevant in the Library Science curriculum as and a result should be dropped has thus been
refuted.

The majority of the papers looks at the position of cataloguing courses in the curriculum (core versus elective subject),
the contents of the cataloguing courses in the various qualifications at the various training institutions in the six continents
(undergraduate as well as postgraduate), the changes that Library and Information Science curricula had undergone as
well as the adjustment to incorporate computer application in cataloguing.

The digital divide (with reference to computer application in Cataloguing) is very apparent as some papers state that
their practices are still manual-oriented while others are about to develop online, fully interactive courses and are moving
to online virtual cataloguing classrooms. The general training in cataloguing and classification is based on traditional
classroom instruction followed by hands-on practice.

Topics raised that the various training units are currently facing and still have to grapple with include: the organization
of electronic resources; metadata for which the framework and standards still have to be developed and decided on; and,
in-service training and continuing education for cataloguers.

The authors in this book have succeeded in presenting their various case studies and curriculum overviews in a writing
style that is easy to comprehend with logical subheadings, plentiful tables and charts to illustrate trends.

This book is an excellent source for lecturers in cataloguing courses as they will be able to determine continental
similarities and differences. Furthermore, they will be able to glean the curriculum issues faced by fellow cataloguers, as
well as political, historical, cultural and linguistic issuesthat may have an impact. Comparison of own cataloguing teaching
practices with those case studies presented in the book will be possible for local cataloguing educators. This publication
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